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EARLY HISTORY
Settlers were in the Knightstown area as early as 1819, Federal land

who had a carmp on th

surveyors
west banl of a stream named.for him. When the National Road was surveyed,
it crossed the farm of Whitsell M Cary. In 1827, Cary engaged the road's
chief surveyor, Jonathan Knights, to plat a village between Monigomery

| 39N Washington.
Lﬁ’:ﬂ;hmv, this Spanish Eclectic
structure was originally called “Tydol
Super Service” and operated by the
partnership by Harold Trump and Lowell — ~

Creek and the Blue River. He named the town in honor of th
Cary erected the first building in town which is marked by a plaque on the
" ofbin and Washi

{ as a town in 1837, Knigh

because of it location
and with Al

.

vesaurces, the town attracted indusiry and retail businesses. Water and.
steam-powered grist, woolen, flax, saw and paper mills came. Other early

Richmond and Indis s

poe gy e a brckyard,  cabinet shop .
furniture fa ket f blacksmiths, feed mill, i
copper shop, and coal yard.

By 850, Knigh itroad hub cted to larger cities.
The shortlived Kigh helbyville route was built and the Terre

Hake and Richmondd RR. traversed east west and evobved int th cliana
Canial and Later the Pennsybvania. The Big Four line came through north
and south in 81, 1905, the TH. & L. eleciric vaihway (interurban) was
laid, offring quick passenger and freight senvice through
The frst newspaper was printed in 1833, the Federal Unian, but it asted only &
short time. Th igh
ever since.In the early 1900's, t ere,inchud

he Midwest.

led in 1867 and h inued.

daily.

Cooper. When the station changed hip by 1945 i sold Whi |

listedin the phone book a5 *Ptts Whi iont. W remained a gas tation.
of e brand or another and y was a Texaco Museum ovned by Bruce
Trump for a time.

Greek Revival house was built c.1860. 1 '1‘
S L lx, !J—L"
added 890 ancd 900, The original B2 2 =
front portico was remaved and is used as a north side porch. Emmett Wood, who lved
in the house for many years, remarked to visitor Bill Hershell, “Ain't God good to
disna” Hershelter used i i his wel-known Hoosier poern.

340 N Washington
" The original portion o The Knightsiowm Academy was ercted in 187676, Ttis

three story, Second Empire style structure

with n slate covered mansard roof.
Projec achitect was the renawned
 Joh Hasecoster of Rickmond, The
turrets are croumed with a avge metsl

The bulding i Lo b

The Knightstown Buggy Company (1898), once located on Third St.
Body

between S, Washington and.S.Jefferson became the Knigh ool through grae 2 il 966, TR —
Gyl sitomtsad il \fineral i landimark s e it i Regic of il
until the 1940's. The Knigh Funeral Car Company was located at A disabled cit

221 W Main and also customized fineral cars and ambulances until the
1960's. Between 1905 and 191, the Leader automobile was manufactured here.
The Knightstown Concrete Company in the early zoth century, was

respansible for the concrete houses at 4 W. Morgan, 38 E Morgan, 405N

9 |
OA i home was bl in g by
Richard H. Schweitzer, proprietor of the

Adams, 333 Franklin, 124 N Washington, 1618 E Main, 124-136 W Cary and.

¥ P

ofigth and early
20th century architecture. A large portion of the town and two individual
buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places

‘WALKING TOUR

home s Classicel Revival with two-story
Puted wooden leonic cohumns,
o [—
- “Thistwo-story painted brick
talianaie house was bt c. 1867 by
William Pern Hill. Hill was an elder [0
n the Presbyterian Church and a

15 W Main

Hill Averue
L et Pk sl honse haveseved
85 & center of recveation since 1g40. The Park was &
originally named Hillrest as a reult ofa ocal

contest. Amenities include the shelter house,

baschall disomionds, pl . splash vad, picnic shel d o bl

[\ EMain and N Washington. comductor onthe
pR—— ttomn Sl Rboud il ve et vih e Fot o Bk,
“What besuties are presented inthe
town? Alas! They are few. The site is ” 355N Washington
level and extended; the streets are " The Knightstown School gymmasium
wide, but how they look — un-shaded, was bullt in 1921, and underwent a face lift
‘muddy, unpaved, and without in 1936 wider the Works Progress
sidewalks. The Publi si L hol A vith wood andl chips and fminisrati is mow caled
fragments of old timber; the market il recently a hog shelter, the all The Hoasier Gym and isa i
blocked with hesps of offal” The publi dand walled in the & Sfor beingth & ! ethall
pe— ‘many local organizatios, it s naw beautfuly landscaped Hiackman and Dennis Hopper, the gy has kept the same look s it did when t
complete with gazebo, pergola and Licle Free Library. lmed 2 i
Aplessant walle thrw shadedl 5 acres of
is housed in this Htalianate Facadde row of ‘winding roads of the Old Knightstown and
buildings built in 1885 and was owned by Glen Cove Cemetery willlead you past
John A Deem, the publisher of the ocal mausoleums, & working founain, and the
~ ‘Halianate Chapel c1875. In 1886, Knighistown Lodge g5, Independent Order of Odd.
21N Washington. Pell gt G . " .
“»*‘%:cmwmmvm (c1857) was fllng p” Th i i hoverioa
Memorial was dedicated July 16¢h, z005. burials. e Odd el dwith th Works Companyin ~ Bonaparte and was condemned to death after the
“This stunning memorial was built o Cincinmati to build —— e of Water
homor all who served, during war or Jomg the edge oft roginccling 4o s of gt , herch
Ownership of th ry dtoth hhen the Ocd Fellows ‘minister. He lectured all over the US. The original Knightstown b

during pescetime, 1t hanors those who

g

ofthe Knightstown Acadmy and was a lavyer,
salesenator, and second presidentof Clzens
Bank Hissom, Flyd, buil the house nest door

|| 126 WPine

Builtin g1 by Foyd Nevby, son of LP. Daylon Heritage House was buill " The Masonic Hall built in1g00 has
fytoho e 105 W. Mainthis Cofboman 1866 by localfurniture retler; Daytam. undergone extensive alierations, yet the
ek bt orisinat " Heritage, who was ot above sitting in on & wnaltered comer oriel is & companion to the
sl bl i ol kit Booes, sl 190 ik game of e cards round or whos [ Morgan Bulding tower a halfblock east.
got'em” (poker). ded that if ther This building is similar in style and located on the site of th ic Hall
i he's ik Theh hich bumed i 1 took the lives of three ol
o ) . L et of the Indiana Soli
e ol e it This i e of Goth Lstyie tered ik
iginal Uniled Melhodist Episcopal Church
‘Edwards notes this home is an old land-mark e
wes il il on the sdhesst comer of
[ which was long ago absorbed into the newer part firson & P
| N One ty imagine that thi
of Knightstown. One can easily imagine is e Bl . 8 i s ence e home vas buil 11855 at the present location. The
tavern when the ved stageconches dashed : aurrent Revival struchure was erected
i retired Lt Luther Welborn, a West Point e " it
b foiceth s wiih

Newhy. He was the first and only 876 gradhuste

(5 W Main).The dlab ok i

‘the Town Square and is now in the property's back yard.

addded between and 1890 and 1898.

iz § Franklin
N The frst Bethel Presbyterian Chrch
on this sight was built in 1840 and another
in1865. The current Neoclassical structure

was built in 112 at & cost of $25,000. Tn

" laced in the ch

wed 5 2 gymnastum fo local rganized sports.

m 385 Franklin

- “This aliznate home ot the NW.
comer of ackson anc, Fraiblin wes bl §
1870 by Col. Miton Peden, a farm hand

‘who made money in the West as a gold miner in 1849. He was an Indiana state
represenative in 1856, and state senator in1864.

l | 5EMain
\‘r«v’\ﬂm“. Pubiic Ll isone

Uy wnalered Tealianate buldi p

Miain hss recently been restored to is original state. Built by Dr. OE. Halloway, it

CW. Reeves for his d His son, Ne

was oonpied by N

later A e, and. ded by his

). Douglas

Reeves. The Neoclassical structure at 104 E
Main was bt s a bank i 70, The
building at 106 E Main has undergone B!A
many changes and was most recently used [

a3 a drive-thrufor the bank. Teis now home
of the movie themed muural “Hoosiers” paintec by Pamela Bliss, The1986 movie

9 ﬂ «}}i 120 E Main
Rmanesqe Reival 865

of marny libraries across the country bilt two-story bvick Greck Revival

‘with money donated by steel magnate and | home was built in 1852 by hardware

‘philanthropist Andrew Camegie. Bullt in merchant Harvey Bell. Afterafire

Neoclassicalstyle 1912, it has been. i A the local hotel, Bell opened his

ﬁ‘"‘d‘i"’““l y i l de d d- still he b 1 i y h

ki i ot Bt Iiodrn oknclogysiich ; Bell b
Indiana) and public hall on Main Street.

whill performing st Bell's Hall

V' i o, Il 1683 by Bl
Hindshaw, s the only example of the lalian
Villastyle in Knightstown. Thedateof &
construction and owner's initials are on the
eystone over thefront doorway Hinshaw was a blacksmith and firmer. The home s
lstee om the National Registe of Histaric Places.

T
| 12EBrown

|| || 70w W County LineRd
c«ﬁéﬁnedm&ws&'mdqﬁmﬂy
lnown as “Thomhill" but better known
locally s the Pest House, it stands on &
bl overlooking Blue River valley. This
French Second Entpire was used by the town in 1902 as an.
‘pestilence house for smallpax patients during and epidemic. Contrary to local stories,
o bodies were buried in the basement!

modest building was erected hetween
1875 and 1885, Wt was the Graf and Wallace
hop and. - "
= lackomith and hop. Thestructure  Soldier’s an Sailor's Children's Home, this
i hardware. Th ey L A in 865 for disabled
soldiers and seamen, widows and orphans.
Ten children Envolled. By 1871 th
Neoclassical style LLS. Post Offfce was, s it o dishang By 92 fouryeurs figh schsowere offird and
built as part of the massive public works Lo e b Jonts. At ome time. th I ly
inaiveby be Roserl Fedea goernment R IF et b it By ity o
called the WPA. There are literally hundreds, £

Faih Rces all over th

identicel to this one. Ours also sports an
original mural painted by Robert L. Morris
called *The Evening Mail” which was aiso par
of the WPA intended to support the Asts and.
Artists. Th offic April agth, 1937 by the Pc dof
‘the United States, James A. Farley. A crowd of 2000 Knightstonians attended the event.

dedicated

Il anet diverse amd a.compls

print shops, and hospital. Cuerviculs
teams, choir, band, scouts, and 4-H were offered. The chapel was designed by architect

e — s sty s
Vel Gl oy el o e B 4
bebween t 38 who have dropped o of high school ty
s it B i discs e d s
as an alterntiveto public school
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BIKING/WALKING TRAILS H e

The Woolly Bear Pareway Trail is a multi-use rustic trail proposed to lie along a.
former section of the New York Central Raitroad corridor between New Castle and
Shirly, passing through Westwood and Kenmare. The trai is open from Kennard west
[ ——— Jately
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The Wilr Wright Trail originating at the Henry County YMCA, is a 3a-mile
paved trail offering walki " -

Tl AT ble snd woes Hrough oh hworthy rural ares.

lerblading, and bicycl
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developed park e hape forthis trall I o extend n 1 a

eventually connect Terre Haute to Richmond.
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Rushville, ndian in Posey Township, |
Rush County, Indiana. Tt was built in
1884 by Emmett L. Kennedy and his
brother Charles. It is a Burr Arch

bridge, 85 feet (26 m) long over the
Litle B Rivr. The bridge

N67SE §
m

E500N
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are signatures of the Kennedy firm. Tewas lsted on the LS. National Register of Historic
‘Places n1983.
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Norris Ford Covered Bridge
" This Bridge s locatze o County Road.
300N over lstrock River, The Norris Ford
Coveed Bridge  the ‘youngest remalring
coveved rdge il by the  generations o .
the Kermedy fily nclvas the US BIKE ROUTE 50

‘mext-to-last cme they built Although it \”
BN b thewhite horzontl I siding and.

600 E

E100N

ehed portals, it lack i hich were deemed

tobeout ofvogue nrgie.

" EWBank Covered Bridge
s bridge was bl in 1877 by AM.
Kennedy and hissons. isknowntobe [l
the “Frsi® Covered Bridge dom b the
Kennedy Farily in Rush County.
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Thrugh the years, the structure has
weathered a manber of storms and

STQE

vandalism while serving as & means to
cross the Flatrock River east of Fort:
‘Wayne Road on Counly Road 150 N.
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After an arsenal incdeni:the bridge was renovated in 1996,
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| | Haosier Gym.
Jusk o ighay o nKnghtsion S

W 500N

youwill find an authenticshrine to high |
school basketball Builtin 1921 it has
been home to generations of local
basketball players, and now, thanks lo
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Bike Routes

Westwood Tour

20 miles

= Big Blue River Tour
30 miles

—— Covered Bridge Tour
20-50 miles

—— SMall Town Tour
60 miles

= mmmmi Honey Creek Trail
3.5 miles

Wilbur Wright Trail

3.1 miles

Woolly Bear
Parkway Trail

1.4 miles

National Road
Heritage Trail

9.5 miles

BROCHURE PROVIDED BY:

BEAUTIFY KNIGHTSTOWN, INC
HISTORIC KNIGHTSTOWN, INC
HENRY COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
HEALTHY COMMUNITIES OF HENRY COUNTY

RICHARD SITLER, PHOTOGRAPHER
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